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We extend our apostolic benediction, benevolent prayers, and greetings to our brethren, His

Beatitude Mor Baselius Joseph, Catholicos of India, and their Eminences the Metropolitans;

our spiritual children: Very Reverend Corepiscopoi, Reverend priests, monks, nuns, deacons,

and the entire blessed Syriac Orthodox people throughout the world. May the divine providence

embrace them through the intercession of the Virgin Mary, Mother of God, and St. Peter, Chief of

the Apostles, and the rest of the Martyrs and Saints. Amen.

"Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path" (Psalm 119: 105)

The Sacred Scripture in the Life of the Church and the Faithful

Dearly beloved in Christ,

The word of God has accompanied the Church throughout her entire journey, sustaining her faith, shaping her
worship, and empowering her witness. Radiant like the star of the East, it guides believers through the course of time,

remaining the living and authoritative source that illumines the Church's path. As the prophet David, the psalmist,

proclaims: "Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path." (Psalm 119:105)
As times change and the world evolves rapidly, people today are overwhelmed by an abundance of information,

whereby the capacity to discern between right and wrong is increasingly weakened. In this context, the soul's longing is
renewed for a true and faithful word that touches the spirit, penetrates the depths of the heart, and restores meaning to

life.

In light of this contemporary reality, both the believer and the Church are confronted with an urgent question: What

is the place of Sacred Scripture today, and how does it continue to fulfill its role in the life of the believer?

This question arises from the steadfast faith to which the Church has borne witness throughout the ages. She has
received and preserved the Sacred Scripture as an apostolic legacy, in order to manifest its enduring action and its

essential role in the spiritual and biblical formation of the believer.

This spiritual orientation is expressed in a particular way during the season of Holy Lent, a time of repentance and
return to the spiritual sources, wherein the Sacred Scripture is placed at the heart of ecclesial life as a source of guidance

and a light for renewal.






